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Dear Colleague,

It is a pleasure for us to welcome you to the 8th Milan Breast Cancer Conference
- a conference of innovations in patient care. Creating a forum for discussion between
faculty members and audience has been the aim of our conference from the very first
day of its birth. The conference will continue to be based upon new information,
consolidated knowledge, and interaction on controversial issues regarding diagnosis,
treatment strategies and disease prevention. The eighth assembly of this conference
will provide, we hope, a friendly, stimulating environment for the presentation of
innovation, ongoing and future research on breast cancer.

This year’s conference will focus, more than in the past, upon two important
features. The first relates to tailored approaches to patients with the disease.
Breastcancer is a heterogeneous disease, which presents in very different ways and
in patients who have very different biological, social and human characteristics.

The opportunities for a tailored surgery and radiation therapy are greater than everin
the past. Histopathological assessment, genetics and molecular pathology are
integrated into therapeutic decision making strategies and trials are designed to raise
the yield of profiling for treatment choice. The prejudice of a “one size fit all” is being
increasingly challenged by focusing on how diversity should be used to improve
treatment outcome. The availability of targeted systemic treatments, like an increased
number of endocrine agents and monoclonal antibodies, which become part of the
adjuvant treatments offered to women with the disease, indicates a significant
progress in care and an incentive for further developments based upon molecular
medicine technology. It is a general trend to focus on tailoring therapeutic
approaches for the individual patient. Targeted therapies are therefore the main
feature of the European Institute of Oncology Award Lecture at the opening of the
conference. As in the past, refinements of multidisciplinary approaches include
surgery, intra and postoperative radiation therapy to obtain the best local disease
control and minimize the side effects of proper treatment. Part of such programs
include also preoperative systemic therapies aimed at allowing a more efficient
control of local disease and at obtaining information on tumor regression with specific
therapies to improve knowledge on tailoring of treatment. The 2006 Milan Breast
Cancer Conference continues also to provide knowledge on special problems of
specific subpopulations, like women with autoimmune disorders or survivors of
malignant lymphomas, at need of special considerations of care.

A second aspect relates to the changing features (and costs) of care and the
need to prioritize prevention, diagnostic and therapeutic approaches. This is a new
challenge for research to provide tools for both a better understanding of the disease
and for the sake of an improved use of available resources.

The Conference continues to inform on broader aspects of innovation in care, from
diagnosis and therapeutics, from the premalignant lesion to adjuvant therapies,
palliation and support. Breast cancer prevention and aspects of nutrition are dealt
with focusing on very specific aspects of lifestyle and related features.

Milan, a capital of breast cancer research, has now built up a tradition of being
a venue for innovation. Reports on new surgical approaches, improved radiation
treatments, and advances in medical therapies are a guarantee, as in the past, for
an exciting and fruitful discussion.
Welcome! We hope you have an enjoyable and inspiring conference.

Umberto Veronesi and Aron Goldhirsch

CONFERENCE CO-ORDINATORS
S. Cinieri - M. Colleoni - S. Zurrida
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Welcome
EIO Award: Dennis Slamon

Lecture
Future of targeted therapy for breast cancer

Satellite Symposia
Cocktail

THURSDAY 22 nd JUNE

Welcome and Opening

PREDICTION OF PROGNOSIS AND
RESPONSE: THE USE OF GENETIC PROFILING
Chair: Aron Goldhirsch

Rapporteur: Laura Orlando

Amsterdam vs Rotterdam profiles
Laura Van't Veer

The MINDACT trial
Alan S. Coates

The oncotype DX assay with other features for
predicting recurrence
Harold Burstein

Ethical and social implications of genetic testing
Antonella Surbone

Discussion
SPOTLIGHT:
Re-thinking old-style pathology
Giuseppe Viale

PRECANCEROUS DISORDERS: FROM GENE
TO PHENOTYPE

Chair: Giuseppe Viale

Rapporteur: Giuseppe Renne

Ductal lavage to identify morphologic and
genotypic precursors
Seema Khan

Columnar changes and flat atypia
Stuart Schnitt

Coffee Break

Atypical hyperplasia
David L. Page

Breast abnormalities in prophylactic
mastectomies of BRCA patients
Barry A. Gusterson

Discussion

LIVE SURGERY WITH COMMENTARY
Speaker: Mattia Intra
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- Sentinel node biopsy

- Internal mammary node biopsy
- Intraoperative radiotherapy

Lunch

CHEMOPREVENTION
Chair: Andrea Decensi
Rapporteur: Bernardo Bonanni

Late results of tamoxifene trial
Patrick Maisonneuve

Aromatase inhibitors for prevention
of breast cancer
James N. Ingle

Results of the STAR trial
Leslie Ford

Retinoids as a preventive drug in young women
Andrea Decensi

Discussion

SPOTLIGHT:
Nutrition, statines and Omega3
Peter Boyle

IMAGING OF BREAST CANCER:
CURRENT AND FUTURE METHODS
Chair: Enrico Cassano

Rapporteur: Anna Bozzini

Innovations in ultrasounds
Giorgio Rizzatto

The role of magnetic resonance
Sylvia Heywang-Kébrunner

PET to avoid sentinel node biopsy
Umberto Veronesi

Discussion

Coffee Break

PROGRESS IN SURGICAL METHODS
Chair: Kerstin Sandelin
Rapporteur: Mattia Intra

Surgical treatment of DCIS
Melvin J. Silverstein

Surgery after neoadjuvant CT
Elefterios P. Mamounas

Internal mammary node biopsy
Paolo Veronesi

Radiosurgical treatment of local
recurrences

Oreste Gentilini

Discussion

Satellite Symposia
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RADIATION THERAPY: WHEN, HOW, FOR WHOM
Chair: Roberto Orecchia
Rapporteur: Giovanna Gatti

Innovations in Intraoperative Electron beams
radiotherapy
Roberto Orecchia

Candidates for Intraoperative Photons radiotherapy
Jayant S. Vaidya

Brachytherapy: the new parameters
Csaba Polgar

IART: a perspective new development
Giovanni Paganelli

Discussion

ENDOCRINE ADJUVANT THERAPIES:
ONGOING RESEARCH.

DO WE HAVE NEW STANDARDS?
Chair: Emilio Bajetta

Rapporteur: Elisabetta Munzone

Aromatase inhibitors for whom, when and how long?
Eric P. Winer

How to treat young women with
operated breast cancer?
Nancy Davidson

Economical implications
Bruce Hillner

Discussion

Coffee Break

SPOTLIGHT:

HER2/neu: Tailoring targeted treatments
Aron Goldhirsch

The Milan Breast Cancer Observatory:

Innovation and care in the next 12 months
Sponsored by the European School of Oncology

Participants:

Fatima Cardoso - Alan S. Coates
Aron Goldhirsch - Nancy Davidson
Viviana Galimberti - Kerstin Sandelin
Dennis Slamon - Eric P. Winer
Chair: Alberto Costa
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SPOTLIGHT:
Innovations in bone management for women
with breast cancer
Robert E. Coleman

PREOPERATIVE SYSTEMIC THERAPIES:
TAILORED APPROACH

Chair: Alan S. Coates

Rapporteur: Rosalba Torrisi

Criteria for selecting preoperative systemic thera-
pies for women with operable breast cancer
Luca Gianni

Tailored preoperative systemic therapies: what
and for how long?
Marco Colleoni

Discussion

ADJUVANT TREATMENT FOR SPECIAL
POPULATIONS

Chair: Francesco Boccardo

Rapporteur: Fedro Peccatori

Women with autoimmune disease
Sasha Bernatsky

Women with cognitive disorders
Alan S.Coates

Breast cancer in lymphoma survivors
Saverio Cinieri

Discussion
Coffee Break

APPROACHING COMPLICATIONS OF
METASTATIC BREAST CANCER AND PARANE-
OPLASTIC SYNDROMES. WHAT’S NEW?
Chair: Nancy Davidson

Rapporteur: Giuseppina Sanna

Surgery in bone metastases:
something new?
Andrea P. Daolio

CNS metastatic involvement
Eric P. Winer

Paraneoplastic syndromes
Giuseppe Curigliano

Discussion
Symposium

THE OLDER WOMAN WITH BREAST CANCER
Chair: Antonella Surbone
Rapporteur: Silvia Dellapasqua

Clinical challenges in treating elderly breast
cancer patients: myth or reality?
Nancy Davidson

Overview of ongoing trials in elderly breast
cancer patients: US and European perspectives
Martine Extermann

Discussion and Closing remarks
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